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The Caſe of Poor Px1soNERs, briefly Stated, and humbly 
Remonfirated to the Honourable PARLIAMENT. 


Moſt Noble Senators, 


HEREAS You have divers times compaſſionately weighed our deplo- 
rable Conditions, who languiſh, and many of us almoſt ready to pe- 
riſh, through extreme Poverty, in moſt Prifons within Erglazd and 
Wales; particularly, in that Gracious Act made 1n the 22 and 23 
Years of our Sovereign Lord King CHARLES the Second; and 

alſo in the Bill You had prepared the laſt Seffions of Parliament, to fupply the dehicien- 
cies of the ſaid AR, which obſtructed Your Charitable Purpoſes therein intended, 
though obtain'd by few : Theſe ſingular and moſt peculiar Inſtances of Your Care to 
prevent our Ruine, formerly exhibited, have reviv'd a Beliet in us, that You will, amongſt 
the many Grievances and Breaches You are met to Cure and Repair, conſider ours ; eſpe- 
cially ſince the Motives which then induced You to that Noble Undertaking remain the 
ſame, and are rather enlarged than contracted, in all the Circumſtances; and the number 
of Poor Diſtreſſed Priſoners exceedingly increaſed, efpecially in the Priſons in and about 
Loxdon:; ſome of which are fo full, that Fifty Perſons, and ſometimes more, have been, 
and are ſhut up together in one Room, in which Twenty Perſons can hardly be convent- 
ently diſpoſed, to the great annoyance of each other, and the whole Priſon, and is much 
to be feared, to the corrupting of the Air, and conſequently caufing ſuch Contagious 
Diſeaſes as may iſſue in a Publick Calamity, if not timely prevented. 

To ennumerate and narrate all the Grievances and Oppreſſions that the Pooreſt ſort. 
of Priſoners ſuffer, and are expos'd to, by the mercileſs Tyranny of many of their Cre- 
ditors, and the barbarous inſulting Deportment of Gaolers and their Creatures, towards 


them, would be too prolix to entertain You with, and vary from the deſign of this Pa- 
per, which 1s onely briefly ro Jay before Touu their incapacity ww make auy manner of 


Satisfaction to their Creditors; for the Caſe of ſuch onely is here ſtated, or rather hinted, 
being ſo extremely impoveriſhed, ſome through National Calamities, and others by Mif- 
fortunes not to be withſtood or prevented by any means to themſelves or Friends fore- 
ſeen; and all reduc'd to ſuch an helpleſs Condition, as render them fit Obje&s for Your 
Relief, whereby at leaſt Forty thouſand (for ſo many there are, by a tolerable Compu- 
ration lately made, that fall under this denomination) may be, in their various Capaci- 
og” "i ſerviceable to His Majeſty, themſelves, and Friends, which they now extreme- 
y burthen. 

The Verity of what 1s here aſſerted, if it be not ſufficicatly obvious already, wil! 
ealily be manifeſted to a Committee appointed to inſpect itz to whom many other 
things, neceſſary to be diſcovered, and regulated, touching Priſoners and Prifons, will 
be made known, that this Seſtion of Parliament may afford ſomething to ſupport the 


drooping Spirits of ſuch%an Army of helpleſs Engliſhmen, whoſe Miſery former Ages 
have been more proſperous than to parallel. 


'Tis hoped there need no Arguments to be uſed, to quicken You to an early, ſeri- 
ous, and effetual Conſideration of the Premiſes, the Work it ſelf being ſo Natural 
and Laudable for all Generous Patriots to attempr, and carrying (as all Works of this 


nature do) its Reward with it. If the breaking of one Toke, the letting of a ſmall nnm- 
ber of Oppreſſed go free, the Pleading of the Cauſe of a ſew Poor and Needy, be an accept- 


able thing with God, the breaking of ſo many Thouſand Bonds, and pleading their Cauſe 
that have no Helper, or Earthly Redeemer, but Tour ſelves, will be much more acceptable ; 
and, we may rationally conclude, will not onely cauſe ſhowers of Bleflings to be pour- 


ed down on You, but entail them on Your Poſterity : Which is, and {hall be the con- 
tinual Prayers of Your poor diſtreſig&d Supplicants. 


